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it should perfidiously take part in the attack made upon them.
That would be the basest of all traitorous acts, because it would
break the ecalumet in pieces and disrupt the union which had
been contracted through its agency.

I have just said that the Scioux sang the calumet to Chief
Sinagos ; this ceremony was performed in their villages with au-
thority and solemnity. All the chiefs were present, and gave
their consent to an inviolable peace. After that solemnity,
Chief Sinagos, with his people and the Frenchmen who had
gone with him, returned to Chagonamikon, assuring the Scioux
that he would revisit them the following year. This he failed
to do, even in the second year afterward ; and the Scioux did not
know what had caused him to break his promise. It happened,
however [1669-70], that some Hurons, having gone to hunt
far toward the Scioux country, were captured by some young
- men of that nation, and taken to their village. The chief, who
had sung the calumet to Sinagos, was greatly incensed at see-
ing these prisoners, and made it his business to protect themj
he almost attacked those who had captured them, and nearly
caused war between his villages and theirs. He took possession
of the captives, and set them at liberty. - On the next day, this
chief sent one of them to Chagonamikon, in order to assure the
Hurons that he had not been to blame in the late affair; that
the attack had been made by misguided young men, who were
not even of his own tribe; and that in a few days he himself
would conduet to their homes the captives whom he had retained
in his village. That Huron, whom he had sent to Chagoua-
mikon to assure his tribesmen of the Scioux chief’s sincere good-
will, told them—either because he chose to lie, or because some
one instigated him to do so—that the Scioux had made prisoners
of him and his companions; that he had fortunately escaped
from their hands; and that he did not know, since his departure,
whether his comrades were still alive or had been put to death.

The Scioux chief who had sung the calumet to Sinagos chose
to go in person to restore the Huron captives to their mnation.
He departed from his village with them; but when they came
near Chagouamikon they deserted him. Having reached their
friends, they declared that they had just escaped from death by



